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HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS COMMISSION. 

BRAES, SKYE, TUESDAY, MAY 8, 1883. 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRiCK, K.T., ChairMan. 

Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DoNALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

ANGUS STEWART, Crofter, Beinn-a-chorrain—examined. 

1. -T̂ e Chairynan.—Would you have the goodness to state what is 
your occupation ?—A crofter. 

2. Have you also been engaged in fishing ?—Yes. 
3. Were you born here, at the Braes?—Born at the Braes. 
4. Have you lived here all your life?—Not all my life. I have been 

away, but not very far off. 
5. From time to time ?—From time to time. 

. 6. But you are thorough.y acquainted with the feelings and interests 
of the people here?—Yes. 

7. Have you been freely elected by the people to be their delegate!— 
Yes. 

8. Now, will you have the goodness to state to me what are the hard
ships or grievances of which the people complain who have elected you ?— 
Yes; but it is in Gaelic that I prefer to speak. 

9. You desire to be examined in Gaelic?—Yes. [From this point the 
examination of the witness and of subsequent witnesses in Skye was con
ducted through Mr Du^ald M'Lachlan, sheriff-clerk depute, as interpreter.] 

10. Then you wit! have the goodness to state what are the hardships 
m d grievances, if any, of which the people whom you represent at this 
place complain ?—I would wish that I should have an opportunity of 
saying a few words before I tell that, and that is that I should have the 
assurance that I wiH not be evicted from my holding by the landlord or 
factor, as I have seen done already. I would not have a fire in my house 
at Whitsunday I want the assurance that I will not be evicted, for I 
cannot bear evidence to the distress of my people without bearing evidence 
to the oppression and high-handedness of the landlord and his factor. 

11. Have you anything more to add to your preparatory statement?— 
No. 

12. It is impossible for the Commission to give you any absolute 
eecurity of the kind which you desire. The Commission cannot interfere 

SKYE. 
BRAES. 

A 



between you and your landlord, or between you and the law, but we trust 
that no act of oppression or severity would ever be exercised towards you 
or any one else by the landlord in consequence of your courage and good
ness in telling the absolute truth. [Exmnimtion ADJOURNED.] 

M r ALEXANDER MACDONALD, Factor for Lord Macdonald—examined. 

Mr Alexander 13. 7%e Chairman.—You are at liberty to speak if you desire to make 
Macdonald, any observations?—In the first place, I may say that I am surprised at 

this man's statement, because he. is not one of our crofters at all. H e is a 
crofter's son; he is not a crofter. That is the first thing. In the next 
place, I do not think that he has any reason whatever, or that any person 
has any reason whatever, if he tells the truth, and nothing but the truth, 
to fear anything. In fact, we consider it rather insulting to us to insinuate 
anything of the sort. W e despise to do anything of the sort. W e expect 
and trust that the men will tell the truth and nothing but the truth, and 
the whole truth. 

14. There is something rather ambiguous in the statement which you 
have made. A m I to understand that you publicly state that no proceed
ing will be taken against any tenant or inhabitant of this place in con
sequence of what they state before the Commission on this occasion?—I 

, believe not. 
15. You say you believe not, but do you engage that no proceedings 

will be taken ?—That is all I can state : on m y own property certainly there 
will not be, and, I believe, on no property. In fact, such an idea never 
entered our heads; but we expect the people will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. 

16. M r CaTneron.—Would you engage on behalf of the proprietors for 
whom you act; for all properties with which you are connected?—Most 
certainly; but this I would say, if we hear any man making a grossly false 
statement against us, which we can prove to be false, I do not think that 
in human nature it would be found we should like to continue that man 
as our tenant. If there is any statement which is made by a man thinking 
and believing it to be true, even though we ourselves differ from it, we 
would never dream of using any power that we have, but if the man tells 
a parcel of unfounded lies—which I do not believe any man here or else
where in Skye will do until I hear it—that is a different matter altogether. 
So far as we are concerned the people have full liberty to tell everything 
they have to say, without any fear. 

17. 7/ne Chair?nan.—If you are able to do so I would rather that you 
availed yourself of this occasion to make a distinct declaration that what
ever the people say no proceeding will ever be taken against them on that 
account,—that on this particular occasion whatever they may say, however 
mistaken you may think them, however erroneous or false, no proceeding 
will be attempted?—These are m y own personal feelings, and certainly so 
far as the properties for which I am factor are concerned they will never 
know or hear anything about it—so far as I, as factor, am concerned. 

18. Then I am authorised by you to assure this gentleman before m e 
that nothing will ever be done to his prejudice on this occasion'?—I 
expect that he wiH tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, and so far as I am concerned as factor, I will visit in no way anything 
upon him, and I believe Lord Macdonald will do nothing. 
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19. M r Cameron.—You have heard what this witness has said, that SKYE. 
except under certain conditions he refuses to give us evidence. W e have 
been appointed by the Queen to investigate this subject thoroughly, and BRAES 
it is impossible that we can do so unless we get proper evidence from Mr Alexander 
witnesses such as Mr Angus Stewart. Now, I a m sure you would not Macdonald, 
wish that the evidence should fail to be recorded from any disinclination 
on your part to give the assurance which has been asked by the chairman ! 
— I give him the fullest assurance. 

20. And I think all we wish was contained in the observation which I 
formerly made, namely, that so far as concerns the estates under your 
management nothing shall happen to any witness in consequeuce of any 
staten.. nt which he may make, whether you consider it truthful or not, 
before this Commission. If you give that assurance we may at once 
proceed ?—Certainly we expect the man to teH the truth. 

21. The Chairynan.—But let us come to a point on this matter. Will 
you state yes or no in reply to m y question,—will you authorise m e to 
state absolutely to this man that nothing will ever be done prejudicial to 
his interest or that of his family in consequence of anything he may say 
on this occasion ?—I believe I a m quite at liberty to say so. I believe I 
am perfectly at liberty to say so, and from the first I could have said so. 

ANGUS STEWART—examination resumed. 

22. 7%e Chairman.—You have absolute security, on the word of M r Angus 
Macdonald, that nothing will be done to your prejudice or that of your Stuwari 
family in consequence of what you state to-day?—I want to say a few 
words in English. It seems that M r Macdonald objects to m y evidence 
because I a m only a crofter's son. M y great grandfather was in Bein-
choran. I do not say he was born there; but m y grandfather was 
born in Beinn-a-chorrain, and lived in Beinn-a-chorrain eighty-six years. 
He died there. M y mother was born there, and is living there yet, at the 
age of eighty-four. I am forty years of age, and a m living in Beinn-a-
chorrain. I am married, and have a family. I have been paying rent in 
Beinn-a-chorrain to Lord Macdonald for fifteen or sixteen years, and I 
think I have the right to bear evidence to-day. 

23. You have been elected a delegate by the people of the place, and 
that is quite sufficient for us. Therefore, wi!l you state now what are the 
grievances and hardships of which the people complain ?—The principal 
thing that we have to complain of is our poverty and what has caused our 
poverty. The smallness of our holdings and the inferior quality of the 
land is what has caused our poverty ; and the way in which the poor 
crofters are huddled together, and the best part of the land devoted to deer 
forests and big farms. If we had plenty of land there would be no poverty 
in our country. W e are wiHing and able to work it 

24. I wish you first to finish the list of your grievances and hardships. 
You are now suggesting remedies, but I am asking you to state your 
grievances and hardships?—The principal hardship I see is that the 
people cannot take a crop out of the ground. The ground does not yield 
crops to them. 

25. Having stated the hardships and grievances of which you complain, 
I wish you now to state what, in your opinion, and in the opinion of those 
whom you represent, are the proper remedies ?—What would remedy the 
people's grievances throughout the island of Skye is to give them plenty 



SKYE. of land, as there is plenty of it, and they are willing to work it. I have 
BBTES ' ° c o m p l a - a a - s 0 °f the rent that is charged us. The rent is heavy. 

26. That belongs to the grievances. Among the grievances you say 
Angus the rent is too heavy?—Thirty-two years ago drainage money was laid 
Stewart. U p 0 t l USj a n d though in sixteen years both principal and interest was 

supposed to have been paid up, we are still paying the drainage money, 
and it is our being deprived of the hill pasture of Benlee which has thrown 
us back so much the past number of years. Though the hill of Benlee was 
taken from us, not only was there no abatement made in our rents, but the 
rent was increased to some extent; and in evidence that the hill was part 
of our original holdings, up to sixteen or seventeen years ago we were 
receiving £ 3 of money rent from the landlord as consideration for 
accommodation which we were making on the hill to Lord Macdonald's 
gamekeepers. I remember the factor clearing a township and devoting 
the township's land to the purposes of the deer forest,—clearing them out 
of their houses and settling them down among the Braes,—from Tor:nichaig, 
Sconser. He settled a widow and her family down on my father's lot with 
the intention that my father would share with her the peats and the half 
of the croft, and that without my father having been duly wa :ied, and 
without his being in arrears of rent. When he went to the factor to 
complain of this proceeding the factor told him that if he would not give 
her room he would not have a sod on Lord Macdonald's property by the 
term. 

27. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the factor ?—Mr Ballingall. 
28. Mr Cameron.—What year was that Ì—It is thirty-one years since 

this township was cleared for the purposes of the deer forest. 
29. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was Lord Macdonald under trust at 

that time ?—I cannot say, but I believe he was. When he could not force 
this widow and her family upon my father there was a poor weakly man 
in our township who was put out of his holding for her with his family. 
He" was put out of his holding for this woman, and the woman was installed 
in his place. The poor man, with his weak family, was evicted, and he 
got the stance of a house outside the enclosure of the township. 

30. The Chairman.—We want, at this stage, rather a statement in 
general terms of the nature of your hardships and grievances, and we would 
come to particular cases by asking questions afterwards. I am anxious 
that you should state, in general terms, any grievance, and then any 
remedies you recommend 1—It is a great hardship that all our earnings at 
the fishing we have to put into meal for the support of our families, and 
that altogether because we have not land which will yield a crop, but land 
which has been cropped continuously for the past thirty years, within my 
own memory—continually cropping the same land—and as to the seed 
that we put into the ground, we cannot get back out of the ground two-
thirds of what we put into it. 

31. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You do not get the seed back ?—We 
do not get the seed back. We don't get more than two-thirds of the 
seed we put into the ground. I do not mean that that is so every 
year. Some years will be better than that. Last year we had not 
one-third of what we put into the ground, and the year before we only 
had one and a half bushel over and above what we actually put into 
the ground. 

32. The Chairman.—But we rather want a statement at present in 
general terms. You have stated in general terms that your great griev
ances are confined to old land which has been exhausted, and which no 
longer produces a crop. Can you suggest, in general terms, any measure 
which the landlord or other parties could take in order to improve your 


