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Landowners are urged to
follow hill tracks guidance

in spring 2013, we reported on
the decision by Planning Minister
Derek Mackay MSP not to impose
new planning regulations on
the construction, upgrading and
maintenance of hil roads for farming
and forestry. This had followed two
vears of debate and consultatiosn.

The Government decided ona
best practice approach, specifically
to link futuire road construction
rnore closely to the SNH guidance
Constructed Tracks in the Scoltish
Uplands, a comprehensive manual
that covers all aspects of planning.
buliding and maintaining hill roads.
The new edition of this guidance was
pubiishied by SNH in June 2043,

Scottish Land & Estates confimns
its support for the Government
policy and will continue to help
members to follow the best practice
guidance However, In surnmer 2013,
a group of organisations under the
Scottish Emvironment LINK banner
sought to reopen the debate about
permitted development rights.

They asked thelr members and
the public to take photographs of
exampies of poor road construction

to feed inta a report that was
published in November 2013

That report, Track Changes,
acrepted that tracks are legitimately
required for land management.
tut questioned whether all tracks
developed without recourse to the
planning authority were created
for farming or forestry purposes.
It also expressed concerms about
construction standards and Impact
on the landscape and ervimonment
The report relled mainly on 1l
case studles.

Scottish Land & Estates has
obtained feedback from members
targeted In the case studies, none
of whom had been consulted by
the authors of the report. As a result,
many of the allegations made about
use and status of the tracks were
wrong and the owners had no
opportunity to correct Inaccuracies.

In particular, assumptions wera
mmadke that tracks were built for
access to grouse bultts; however,
in at least three of the case studies,
the featured tracks are not used for
shooting. It was then discovered
that some of the photographs used
in the report were out of date - one
by decades and some had been
taken before construction work
was completed, giving a distorted
impression of the final appearance of
the road. We wrote to the Planning
Mintster to explain that the central

argument of the report was not
proven by the case studies and that
the way the photographs had been
used called into question the validity
of the whole report.

Scottish Land & Estates accepts
that construction on difficult terrain
and during a short summer season
presents many practical challenges,
but land managers and contractors
are constantly improving technigues
and thene are marny examples of
highrquality roads. In some cases,
estates are now reinstating tracks
constriicted in the past when
techniques were less developed,

Scottish Land & Estates has
agreed to help SNH to promote the
new guidance to landowners and
managers across Scotland and is
part of a Moordand Forurm working
group which will deliver a series of
hill road events in 2014 and 15,

We are alsa looking at other ways
In which managers ard contractors
planning to put in new road
schemes can get easy access (o
relevant parts of the guidance

We call on landowners to ensure
that they use the Constructed tracis
in the Scottish Uplands guidance
document when planning track
works It Is vital as this debate
continues that the Minister is not
Qiven cause to review his decision.
The guidance document can be
found on www.snh.gov.uk

invasive
non-native
species plan
Irvasive nonnative species pose
a threat to the quality of Scolland's
water ervimnment. To provide
amae co-ordinated approach
to preventing deterioration and
tackding the problerm, SEPA has
published a supplementary plan -
available on its website at
wwwisepaorgukiwaterfiver_
basin_planningaspx

The plan outlines the roles
of organisations and partners
votved in risk assessment,
monttorng. classification. data
collection, and prevention and
control mechanisms

The Statutory Group on
NorrNative Species will be
responsibie for the plan. ensuring
the actions are undertaken, and
assessing the effectiveness of this
strategic approach to preventing
the spread of nonnative specles
in Scottanc.

SEPEA publishes

Ha!re your say
on improving
water quality
SEPA would like to hear from
landowners and managers on
the protection and Improvement
of Scotiands water emvironment.
Tiwo consLitations. which will
telp inform the next round

of River Basin Managerment
Planning. run to 22 June 2013
The consultations focus on four
primary lssues:

B rural diffuse pollution

B impacts on the physical
condition of the water
environment

W toxic substances and urban
diffusa polistion

M contaminated land causing
pollution iy surface and
groundwater,

They can be found at
www.sepaorguk/water/river_
basin_planning

Members are encouraged
to either submit their own
responses andfor to contribute
to Scottish Land & Estates’
response. Feedback can be

provided to annegray@
scottishlandandestates.couk
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