[YOUR ADDRESS]
[DATE]

Dear [MP]
I am writing following an act of deep injustice against a Palestinian family by the Israeli Military which took place on Monday 19th May and I ask you to please take the necessary actions called for in this letter. The Nassar family has registration papers for their 100-acre farm dating back to the Ottoman Empire.  The family has been working through the Israeli Military/Civil Courts and the Israeli Supreme Court since 1991 to defend their rights to the land on a vineyard just six miles southwest of Bethlehem in the Occupied Territories of Palestine (the West Bank).  A Peace Project was established on the land in 2001 called Tent of Nations promoting dialogue, a peaceful approach to conflict and environmental sustainability.  
On 19th May 2014, the Israeli Military took unwarranted and illegal action destroying between 1,500 and 2,000 mature, fruit-bearing apricot and apple trees and grape vines growing in the lower valley of the farm. I am asking you to raise this with the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and submit a parliamentary question on the matter. The family’s lawyers are pressing for compensation – an action which needs to be supported. Beyond this, the key challenge is to have the demolition orders removed from all structures at Tent of Nations alongside the threat from the growth of the settlements which surround the Nassar family land.  
In the past (December 2012), Israeli Military/Civil Courts threatened to demolish 13 structures on the land (pens for animals, tents for volunteers, compost toilets, etc.) and denied the family’s appeal against these 13 demolitions.  By appealing these orders through the family lawyers, however, the deadline for action was moved to 24th February 24, 2013.  At the same time, the family also requested (again) that the land be re-registered in their name (having all the papers legally required to prove ownership).  The family provided all additional information requested by the Military Court by that date, and they submitted and paid for requests for building permits for the existing 13 structures placed under the demolishing orders.

In late April 2014, the Israeli Military placed a warning on the land declaring that the trees were planted on “State Land” and, therefore, constituted a trespass and should be “evacuated”.  The family filed an appeal on 5th May 2014; they were waiting for a court decision on these issues, and that is what makes the destruction of these trees illegal.

It is important that you inquire about this issue and raise awareness of the situation. These destructive actions were taken against a family which lives by the motto ‘We Refuse to be Enemies’ and which promotes non-violence as the solution to the occupation – the injustices faced by this family are representative of issues faced by the wider Palestinian population.

Please raise this with the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and submit a parliamentary question noting what has occurred and encouraging pressure from the UK Government to ensure that Israel is held accountable for its actions. 

I look forward to hearing from you,

Yours Sincerely

[YOUR NAME]

