
STATEMENT FROM GEORGE WATSON’S COLLEGE 

Today Scottish Green Party MSP Andy Wightman MSP chose to take the opportunity 
of a general debate about the Government’s new policy to counter bullying in 
Scotland’s schools to make allegations about George Watson’s College. 

The facts of this matter are as follows: 

The School has dealt with a complaint from the parents of a child who left the School 
some time ago. 

The School was inspected in September by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Schools. 
There were many very positive findings in the report, including about our approach to 
bullying. 

They reported that: 

“The junior and senior school promote health and wellbeing through the values of 
tolerance, respect, equality and good citizenship to promote healthy relationships.” 

“Junior school children in the focus group clearly defined bullying and explained 
reasons why some children may bully others. They knew what to do if they were 
experiencing this type of behaviour within the school and described some of the 
supports in place. They distinguished the characteristics of bullying and general 
disagreements. They described strategies to resolve disagreements with peers if 
they arose.” 

These positive findings are consistent with our achievement in gaining the UNICEF 
Rights Respecting Schools Award at Level 2 in the Junior School. 

The decision of the Registrar of Independent Schools to place three temporary 
conditions on our registration was, in our view, at odds with the positive tone of the 
HMIe Report. However, it should be noted that none of the conditions relate to any of 
our practice in addressing bullying or our child protection and safeguarding 
procedures. They are requirements relating to our revised governance procedures. 

George Watson’s Principal Melvyn Roffe said: “We are proud of the way in which we 
look after the children and young people at Watson’s. There is nothing in the HMIe 
Report which suggests that that pride is misplaced.” 

Since Mr Wightman has placed the documents relating to our HMIe Inspection and 
the Registrar’s response in the public domain, we are now able to release them to 
you and they are attached. 
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