
  

 

 

John Swinney MSP      
Cabinet Secretary for Education 
Scottish Government       
St Andrews House 
Regent Road 
EDINBURGH 
EH1 3DG 

 
Dear Mr Swinney, 
 
City of Edinburgh Music School  
 
As you will be aware, the City of Edinburgh Council recently put forward proposals to 
close the City of Edinburgh Music School – one of Scotland’s Centres for Excellence. 
I am sure you will share my relief that this proposal has now been withdrawn by the 
Council at the meeting of its Finance and Resources Committee earlier today.  

As you will also be aware, in 2008, as part of the Concordat with COSLA, the 
previously ring-fenced resources for the Centres of Excellence were rolled into the 
Local Government Settlement. This fact was restated by the then Cabinet Secretary 
for Education, Michael Russell in answer to a Question S3W-39438 in 2011 
(attached). 

I have been speaking with a wide range of interested parties over the past week. 
Beyond the immediate issue of the future of the City of Edinburgh Music School, 
there is a wider anxiety and concern over the rather opaque character of the funding 
for Centres of Excellence. Given the investment and commitment by Scottish 
Government and Local authorities in these specialist centres and given that families 
make life-changing decisions to relocate from across the UK and Europe to attend, I 
would like to explore with you what might be done to create greater transparency 
and certainty over future funding. 

On Thursday I asked the First Minister specifically, 

And will she consider how in the near future, the financial arrangements in place to 
support all of Scotland’s national centres of excellence across Scotland can be 
restated and made clear to ensure that staff, parents, pupils and future pupils have 
clarity and certainty about the future of these world class facilities 
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I am also concerned that the reported resources that are being invested through the 
Local Government Settlement into the Centres of Excellence have not been passed 
onto the Centres in their entirety. The proposed savings from closing the City of 
Edinburgh Music School is £452,000 as compared to funding from the Scottish 
Government of c. £590,000. 

I would like to meet with you, your advisers or officials to discuss how the funding for 
all the Centres can be made clearer and certain in the years and that all the money 
committed is put towards the purpose to which it is intended. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.  

 
 
 
Andy Wightman MSP  
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SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT 

WRITTEN ANSWER 

24 February 2011  

Index Heading: Education and Lifelong Learning 

 Peter Peacock (Highlands and Islands) (Lab): To ask the Scottish Executive  
what understanding was reached with or through COSLA regarding increased 
funding for particular local authorities for national centres of excellence in education 
being intended for the continuation of such centres. 

(S3W-39438) 

Mr Michael Russell : 

 

Under the terms of the Concordat it was agreed by Scottish Ministers and the 
COSLA Presidential Team that, as part of the funding package for 2008-11, the 
Scottish Government would substantially reduce the number of separate funding 
streams, thereby allowing local authorities much more freedom in how they allocate 
their total resources. The funding for national centres of excellence in education was 
one of the many ring-fenced funding streams rolled up with effect from 1 April 2008. 
Although the funding for centres of excellence is no longer separately identifiable, 
the provision is still recognised in the needs based distribution formula. 
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mailto:andy.wightman.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

